
 

Once there was a man who tripped in a field. He was just walking 
happily across it when he caught his foot, tripped, and fell headlong. He 
had a bruise on his knee and another on his arm. As he sat up and 
rubbed them he noticed a shiny metal corner sticking out of the soil. He 
began scraping around it, pulling the soil away and soon he saw that 
there was a metal chest buried in the ground. He dug it out of the soil 
and opened up the chest. Inside it was full of precious stones and jewels. 
Hundreds of them! The more he looked the more he saw. Just then he 
heard a voice. "Oi! What are you doing in my field?" It was the farmer.  

The man told him he wanted to buy the field and the treasure, but the 
farmer said it would cost him everything he had. The man said he didn't 
mind, so he sold his house, his car, his clothes, his iPad and his hamster.  

When he'd bought the field he took the chest home, then remembered 
that he'd sold his home so he went back to the field and sat down in it 
and thought how lucky he was to have found something that was worth 
so much.  

In the next field there was a tiny pearl buried in the soil. It had been 
there for years, just hoping that one day someone would come along and 
find it, but no one did. It was worth an awful lot, and was a most 
unusual and unique pearl but no one realised it and no one bothered to 
look for it. Then one day, a woman who collected pearls started searching 
through the field looking for precious stones. She dug down deep and 
was amazed and overjoyed to find the little pearl. She took it home and 
made a beautiful pendant with the it.  

And what are these stories about? You and me. We're just like that 
precious pearl, buried in the soil, waiting to be found by God and his 
kingdom. And when we're discovered by God, then we're like the man in 
the first story who found the treasure chest, we want to give everything 
we've got so that we can have that very precious treasure.  
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 Treasures old and new…



A prayer of confession 

We ask the Lord to forgive those times 
when our hearts have been fixed on 
ourselves and not on the kingdom of  
heaven. 
 

Lord Jesus, 
you have won for us the treasure 
of forgiveness and life. 
Forgive us our ingratitude 
when we turn away from you. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Lord Jesus,  
you bring us the treasure  
of the Father’s love.  
Forgive us our hardheartedness  
when we reject the needs of others.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  

Lord Jesus,  
in the family of your Church  
you give us the treasure of  
your presence and strength.  
Forgive us our apathy  
when we fail to spend time with you.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Lord, in your great mercy,  
forgive us all our sins  
and lead us into everlasting life. Amen
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The church building remains open for private 
prayer on a Tuesday between 10am and 1pm 
over the summer weeks.  

We will be having a short simple said 
communion service on Sunday evenings at 
6.30pm during August. Numbers will be limited 
due to current restrictions. Please contact the 
Parish Office or book online if you would like to 
attend and see our website for further details of 
the guidelines that will be in place.  

You can find a further material based on the 
theme of this week’s readings on the St Mark’s at 
Home page of the website and updated 
information on our Facebook page too. 

Keep in touch!  

01256 840502 
office@saintmarks.org.uk 
www.saintmarks.org.uk

Super Spotter
Family Summer

Trail
 Available to download  from

www.saintmarks.org.uk from 1st August 

Find the c lues around Kempshott  and Longacre

Cert i f icates  avai lable  on complet ion!

O God, 
you are the seed planter, 
fish netter, bread baker  

and pearl hunter. 
Make us into living parables, 

that we may become 
creative and life-giving stewards 
of the world you have entrusted 

to our care. 
Amen

Story by Dave Hopwood at engageworship.org 
and prayers from rootsontheweb.com  
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