
 

I wonder what your idea of paradise is? During the months of 
strict lockdown I have to admit that I often thought about how 
nice it would be just to be able to go somewhere else- though I 
am fortunate enough to have a garden and some lovely walks 
nearby. I thought about some of my favourite holidays 
wistfully and wondered when I might stroll on a beach again 
or travel to another country…  
It’s interesting how we often think of paradise as a location- a 
place of rest, a tropical beach, a beautiful natural setting, a 
calm ocean… In biblical terms we often see the Garden of 
Eden as a paradise- ‘Paradise Lost’ as Milton styled it- but it 
seems to me anyway that whatever was lost in that garden has 
been regained via another- by the resolve of Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane to follow God’s path. Perhaps what we 
have as a picture of paradise now is something different 
altogether- the kingdom. Not the tropical beach or place of 
pure rest that we might imagine, but a place in which we find 
rest nevertheless- for ourselves, for others and for our world. 
The kingdom is not about perfect surroundings or tranquility- 
not at this time anyway- but looks towards an end to the 
empty cycle of striving and grasping, an end to injustice and 
inequality, an end to the questions that eat away at us and 
push us to work harder, to buy more, to be more. The kingdom 
invites us, not to a different location, but to a different way of 
being that is rooted in our relationship with God.  
Our daily circumstances may be less than perfect or restful, but 
the Spirit of God, who works with us to strengthen our inner 
lives, impacts the way that we interact with ourselves, with 
others and with our natural world. In this way we can hold a 
sense of ‘paradise’ within us wherever we are- in the space that 
we create between ourselves and God- a place of comfort and 
renewing.  
That’s not to say that it’s not good for us to be in beautiful and 
restful places- sometimes we need moments elsewhere to remind us 
of what we have within us, moments that re-energise us to keep 
responding with a ‘yes’ to the kingdom’s invitation. May we each 
find some space for this kingdom as we go about our lives this week.
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St Mark’s at home- 
Creationtide 

God is with us wherever we are…
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 Paradise and perfection…

PSALM 23, MATT 6. 25-34   
& 11. 28-30
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WHAT IS ‘CREATIONTIDE’? 
Creationtide or the Season of Creation is the 
period in the annual church calendar, from 1st 
September to 4th October, dedicated to God as 
Creator and Sustainer of all life. 

The Season of Creation is a time to renew our 
relationship with our Creator and all creation 
through celebration, conversion, and 
commitment together. During the Season of 
Creation, we join our sisters and brothers in the 
ecumenical family in prayer and action for our 
common home.

FALLING- A SIMPLE POEM/REFLECTION 
The	autumn	leaves	are	abandoning	the	trees,	
carpeting	the	6loor	with	their	rich	colours, 
and I	wonder	at	the	grace	of	their	small	
deaths	each	year…	

While	winter	waits	for	new	buds	to	unfurl,	
they	depart	with	such	exuberance.	
It	seems	as	if	they	know	something	 
that	I	am	only	beginning	to	understand-	
that	there	is	hope	to	be	found	in	small	deaths.	

An	ending	often	seems	fearsome-	 
but	always	the	promise	of	spring	is	just	a	
breath	away. 

The	gift	of	new	life	that	they	so	boldly	
announce	is	also	mine- 
my	journey	too	is	a	constant	tide	of	growing	
outwards	and	letting	go… 

Sometimes	lies	tempt	me	to	give	up	too	soon		
or	cling	to	things	that	must	be	left	behind,	

But	I	am	learning	that	I	too	must	trust	the	
rhythms	of	my	Creator,	
knowing	that	my	seasons	are	in	good	hands.

PRAYER FOR CREATIONTIDE 
Creator God, how deep are your designs! 
You made a living earth, cloud, rain and wind, 
and charged us with their care. 

We confess that the way we live today is 
changing 
the climate, the seas and the balance of life, 
dispossessing the poor and future generations. 

Build our lives into an Ark for all creation, and,  
as you promised Noah never to repeat the flood,  
so make us heralds of a new rainbow covenant: 

Choosing life for all that is at risk – for creation, 
neighbours near and far, our children and 
ourselves.  Amen. 

Prayers used with permission from 
seasonofcreation.org 

A Collect for Season of Creation 

Source of all life, we give thanks to you for 
your wondrous creation made manifest in the 
environment that surrounds us;  
strengthen us in the mission of stewardship 
and care towards nature, the work of your 
hands, encouraging us to preserve life in all its 
precious forms.  
All this we ask through Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Autumn leaves from a 
collection by Alexia Claire 
available from etsy.com 

http://etsy.com
http://seasonofcreation.org
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http://seasonofcreation.org
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