
 
It’s interesting when you look at the church calendar of festivals and 
holy days to see how many of them are aligned with earlier Celtic 
and pagan celebrations in the British Isles. Rather than work against 
these special days and the communal bonds and customs they 
created, it seems that the first Christians in these lands took them up 
and gave them new meaning. I don’t know enough about the history 
of the Church in Britain to know whether these new meanings were 
more enforced than offered, but in modern times they sit side by 
side. In this season, as we mark the start of Autumn, the traditional 
celebration of Mabon or the Autumn equinox is around September 
21st, and we find alongside it (on the 29th) the celebration of 
Michaelmas- the feast of St Michael and all Angels. 

On this day we give thanks for the many ways in which God in his 
loving kindness is active in our lives, both directly and indirectly, and 
we are reminded of the richness and variety of God's creation which 
far exceeds our understanding of it. The Bible often speak of created 
intelligences other than humans who worship God in heaven and act 
as his messengers and agents on earth. We are not told much about 
them, but you’ll remember how Jesus speaks of them rejoicing over 
repentant sinners as he tells the parable of the lost sheep (Lk 15:10). 
The experience or sense of a caring angelic presence is surprisingly 
popular in our culture, even now- and is perhaps one way in which 
we continue to acknowledge the existence of mystery and the realm 
of the spiritual in an increasingly secularised society.  

It is good to make sense of things and to study and observe in order to expand our understanding, but 
there is also a place for a healthy sense of awe and wonder at mystery too. This is one of the gifts that 
the created world offers to us- it gives us so many opportunities to wonder at the greatness and the 
smallness of things, the intricacies and patterns, the design, the interconnections… and there is so 
much yet to discover. In the face of these things we are often aware of our own smallness- our lives 
are just a fragment in time- a good reminder for when the ego is 
puffed-up… and yet we are known and loved by a God who 
chooses to reveal himself to us in Jesus.  

Perhaps as we enjoy the changing of the season we might thank 
God for his never-ceasing care for us in the things we know and 
understand, as well as rejoice in the mystery of faith- in a good God 
who we now only see in part, but can trust in full. 
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St Mark’s at home- 
Creationtide 

God is with us wherever we are…

ST MARK’S CHURCH, KEMPSHOTT 27 SEPTEMBER 2020

 Great is the mystery of faith…

LUKE 15 & PSALM 8



 2

WHAT IS ‘CREATIONTIDE’? 
Creationtide or the Season of Creation is the period 
in the annual church calendar, from 1st September 
to 4th October, dedicated to God as Creator and 
Sustainer of all life. 

The Season of Creation is a time to renew our 
relationship with our Creator and all creation 
through celebration, conversion, and commitment 
together. During the Season of Creation, we join our 
sisters and brothers in the ecumenical family in 
prayer and action for our common home.

ANGELS 
Angels. 
Angels in Bible stories. 
Angels in and out of our lives. 

Michael: defeater of dragons, destroyer of evil. 
Raphael: matchmaker, healer, traveller. 
Gabriel: messenger, teller of truth. 

And another name, Lucifer, 
the brilliant one, who fell from the heavens, 
the son of the morning, the star of the dawn. 

Angels. 
Angels whose names are not known to us- 
making Sarah laugh, 
and Jacob limp, 
and Balaam tremble; 
letting Peter out of prison, 
advising Paul. 

Questioning angels and challenging angels, 
guardian angels who cradle little ones, 
angels who see travellers safely home 
and safeguard stumbling feet. 

Angels, around us. 
God’s confidantes and messengers. 

Angels, full of truth, 
and full of glory, bright with joy. 

Ruth Burgess- from ‘Acorns and Archangels’, Iona Community 

Psalm 8 
    Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory 
    in the heavens. 
Through the praise of children and infants 
    you have established a stronghold against 
your enemies, 
    to silence the foe and the avenger. 
When I consider your heavens, 
    the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
    which you have set in place, 
what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
    human beings that you care for them? 
You have made them a little lower than the 
angels 
    and crowned them with glory and honour. 
You made them rulers over the works of your 
hands; 
    you put everything under their feet: 
all flocks and herds, 
    and the animals of the wild, 
the birds in the sky, 
    and the fish in the sea, 
    all that swim the paths of the seas. 
Lord, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
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