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‘Beloved Children’ Sunday 21st Feb 2021 

1Peter 3:18-22 & Mark 1: 9-15 

Lord God, 
you revealed your Son in the waters of the Jordan 
and anointed him with the power of the Holy Spirit 
to proclaim good news to all people. 
Sanctify us by the same Spirit, 
that we may proclaim the healing power of the gospel 
by acts of love in your name.  

Amen. 

I don't know if you have ever read Captain Corelli's Mandolin by Louis 
de Bernieres.  (show book) I read it a long time ago and I did enjoy it, 
but it was one of those occasions where I was actually glad I had seen 
the film first because the book does lots of jumping around and 
backtracking and telling people's back stories of how they came to be 
on the Greek island of Cephalonia in 1941, so when I read it I had a bit 
more information to draw upon because I had already seen the film, 
so I understood it. 

We are also jumping around the lectionary a bit and backtracking 
today. 

The Transfiguration narrative, which Hils preached so well on last 
Sunday, comes more or less towards the middle of Jesus’ ministry as it 
is placed in all of the Synoptic Gospels. But today we are right back at 
the start of His ministry as we we begin our Lenten journey towards 
Easter, by looking at Jesus’ baptism and temptation. However, just to 
add a bit more hopping around, the passage from 1Peter is set post 
resurrection and Peter is looking back ..... but fortunately a bit like the 
analogy of Captain Corelli’s mandolin .... we know the plot and have a 
bit more information to draw upon. 
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Mark writes his Gospel like an action movie- no Angel Gabriel 
appearing to Mary, no birth story, no wise men nor shepherds, no 
flight to Egypt, no taking Jesus to the Temple- nothing. We are bang 
right in with John the Baptist verses 1-8  preaching repentance and 
forgiveness and then at verse 9 the passage we heard read. If Mark 
was writing an action movie he'd cut straight to the car chase. 

Mark skips to the wilderness and then at vs 14  straight to the John the 
Baptist’s imprisonment and then quickly to Jesus proclaiming in  
Galilee  that the Kingdom of God has come near in vs 15. Was it that 
Mark didn’t have access to the same additional sources as Matthew 
and Luke used? Or was it that he was just impatient? Or was it that 
actually he saw these details as being irrelevant ? 

Mark has a surprising lack of description about Jesus' baptism and 
about Jesus being tempted in the Wilderness.But interestingly, the few 
details he does include are about the heavens opening, and the Spirit 
descending on Jesus like a dove and the voice of God which says,  

“You are my beloved son with whom I am well pleased.” 

Both Matthew and Luke's more detailed account also mention the 
heavens opening, the Dove and both use practically identical wording 
for God’s voice speaking. 

All of us are God’s precious children whether or not we are believers 
and I think often that is hard for us to really grasp hold of.  

This is especially difficult in cases of people who have done evil things, 
particularly  believer  as has been the case recently with Ravi Zacharias, 
the previously internationally acclaimed Christian leader.There is a link 
on the hard copy of the sermon, which Kim sent me after we 
mentioned him in staff prayers. 
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https://www.psephizo.com/life-ministry/can-god-do-good-things-through-bad-
men/ 

And another sent by Clare 

https://tanyamarlow.com/5-stupid-things-christians-say-sexual-abusers/ 

How can this be so? 

Isn’t God angry/ furious / grieving/ despairing at him and others like 
him such as Jean-Paul Vanier, previously revered founder of the 
L’arche community?  

How can Ravi Zacharius who systematically abused women and then 
made out the first victim to report him was a liar and he slandered, 
humiliated and sued her .... how can he and  Vanier  still be  God’s 
beloved children ??? 

Mark preaches repentance and forgiveness. Certainly, both of these 
Christian figures made no public attempt to repent and ask God’s 
forgiveness but who knows if they sought it privately? That is between 
them and the Lord. I guess the danger for us is we begin to  make the 
judgement on who is / isn’t a beloved child of God. Even  in positive 
ways too. 

A very close friend of mine died suddenly in her sleep in mid  January 
from an enlarged heart. Another minister said of her that the physical 
condition of her enlarged heart reflected her enlarged heart so full of 
love for everyone and most especially for Jesus. Her family said at her 
funeral that her faith was infectious and she just brimmed over with 
it. I feel absolutely sure God will have said to her "You are my beloved 
daughter, with you I am well pleased” as she was received and 
welcomed into the Eternal kingdom. You see I have made a judgement 
here. 

https://www.psephizo.com/life-ministry/can-god-do-good-things-through-bad-men/
https://www.psephizo.com/life-ministry/can-god-do-good-things-through-bad-men/
https://tanyamarlow.com/5-stupid-things-christians-say-sexual-abusers/
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Matthew’s  Gospel is strong on judgement throughout and Jesus 
roundly condemns  the Pharisees for being whitewashed tombs on the 
outside in Mt 23: 27, but full of everything unclean on the inside - like 
Zacharius and Vanier. Does God really consider them his beloved 
children ? I don’t know, but it isn’t my call. 

And Peter makes this quite clear in verse 18 when he says “Christ died 
for sins once and for all, the righteous, for the unrighteous to bring you 
[us] to God”. 

We are, righteous and unrighteous, believers and non - believers  
God's precious children as it says in 1John 3: 1a  

"See what great love the Father has lavished on us that we should be 
called children of God. And that is what we are!"  

or Zephaniah 3:17  

"The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty warrior who saves. He will 
take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but 
will rejoice over you with singing.” 

The only difference for Baptised believers and non-believers  is that we 
make a pledge (or is made on our behalf) to follow and listen to Jesus, 
which is why Confirmation in the C of E is so important, because we 
are making this pledge for ourselves. 

The Peter passage also makes the clear link between Jesus’ Baptism, 
his resurrection, our own Baptisms and our salvation in verse 21.  

21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the 
removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear 
conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.” 
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Peter applies this not just to the people he was writing to, but to all of 
us as well. Baptism symbolises Christ’s death and resurrection and our 
identification with him in these experiences.The act of Baptism is a 
commitment to make sure that what baptism symbolises, becomes a 
reality in our lives as it was for my friend. 

Although we have 'dotted' about time wise in terms of the lectionary 
there are some strands that link both to the Transfiguration and also 
into the Easter narratives. 

So today in Mark’s story God says “You are my beloved son with whom 
I am well pleased” and at the Transfiguration we hear this said again 
in almost identical words “This is my son, whom I love. Listen to him." 

These three little words at the end are an important addition, because 
they are effectively saying ‘take it all in, process what He says and 
teaches you, pay attention whilst you still have him physically with 
you.’ 

In the Message, Eugene Peterson uses the words heaven was ‘torn’ 
open at verse 10, in the baptism story, not just parted as other 
translations use. This links into the idea of the temple curtains being 
torn in two at Jesus' crucifixion, which the synoptic Gospel writers 
refer to in Matthew 27:51, Mark 15: 38 and Luke 23:45. This signifies 
that the special relationship with God wasn’t only for the priests .....it 
was for the ordinary people too as Peter noted. 

We are beloved children of God and all we need to do to be heirs of 
this title is 

- to believe it 
- to commit to making our own baptism promises a reality in our 

lives, not just in Lent ……but in our whole lives  
- and to repent and ask for forgiveness when we  make mistakes 

and Lent is a good time to consider this  
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- ............and to do those 3 extra little words 
- Listen to Him                                                                        

Amen 

 

I do know when I visited my chaplains in the law courts at Winchester 
nearly always the relatives stood by their loved ones ... even if the 
person was found  guilty of a dreadful crime and the 
parents/grandparents usually,  were often  angry/ furious / grieving / 
despairing. But they didn’t stop loving the offenders .... they were still 
their precious children or grandchildren. God’s  capacity for love and 
forgiveness is so much greater than any ours. 

1. Do you (each person) feel like a beloved child of God? If you do could you 
describe how it feels? In 3 or 4 words  
 
2. Do you think we make judgements as to who we think ‘deserves’ to be a 
beloved child of God?  
 
3. A) Peter talks about righteousness and unrighteousness how do we deal with 
this? 
B) how do we deal with people who have really done wicked things  
C) and is it worse if a believer does evil things in the name of religion/ or uses 
the church as a cover up / or as to intimidate people? 
 
 
4. John the Baptist teaches (vs 1-8 in the Mark passage) about repentance..... 
do we need to repent in order to be a beloved child of God? 
 
5. What about non - believers? Can they believe / feel / see themselves as 
being beloved children of God or does it actually depend on having some kind 
of faith?  
 
6. Do you think the Holy Spirit communicates with non-believers? If yes do you 
have any examples to share. 
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