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Welcome to this years’ Service for All Souls’, it has been a rather 
difficult couple of years. So, this evening, we hope that you will be 
able to find space for peace. 

Throughout the Church’s history All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day 
has been observed. All Saints’ Day is a day for remembering all the 
saints whose work has left behind a mark. All Souls’ Day is a day 
for us to remember those ordinary people who have left their 
mark on us. 

We meet today to remember those we have known and loved 
who have died, to renew our trust and confidence in Christ, and 
to pray that together we may be one in him, through whom we 
offer our praises to the Father.  

As a father cares for his children, 
so the Lord cares for those who fear him.  

For he himself knows whereof we are made, 
he remembers that we are but dust.  

Our days are like the grass, 
we flourish like a flower of the field.  

When the wind goes over it, it is gone,  
and its place shall know it no more.  

But the merciful goodness of the Lord endures forever on those 
who fear him,  
and his righteousness on children's children. 

 

 

 



Hymn 
1. Guide me O Thou Great Redeemer 

Pilgrim through this barren land 
I am weak but Thou art mighty 
Hold me with thy powerful hand 
Bread of heaven 
Feed me now and evermore 

 
2. Open now the crystal fountain 

Whence the healing streams do flow 
Let the fiery cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey though 
Strong Deliverer 
Be Thou still my strength and shield 

 
3. When I tread the verge of Jordan 

Bid my fears subside 
Death of death 
And hell's destruction 
Land me safe on Canaan's side 
Songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee 
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Prayer:  
Merciful God, 
Your Son is the resurrection and the life 
Of all the faithful; 
Raise us from the death of sin 
To the life of righteousness 
 
 
 



That at the last, 
With all your faithful servants, 
We may come to your eternal joy; 
Through our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
Bible readings 
 
Ecclesiastes 3.1-8 
 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven: 
a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 
John 14. 1-4, 18-21, 25-27 
 
1Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in 
God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if 
that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 



will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 
where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”... 
18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, 
the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I 
live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in 
my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my 
commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them 
and show myself to them.”... 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I 
have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I 
do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid. 
 
Reflection 
 
 Music for reflection 
 
Reading of names and the lighting of candles:  
  
Prayers of thanksgiving:  
God, we never worship alone. 
We are always surrounded by a great company 
of those whose life and truth have touched our lives.  
Make us aware this night 
that they are with us 
and we are with them. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  
 
 
 



We thank you for those 
who were shining lights in a dark world, 
and still are those who in school, office, church or community  
gave us the values or the faith we still live by.  
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  
 
We thank you for the lights 
that shone in just one small corner of the world:  
for mothers and grandmothers, 
fathers and grandfathers, 
children, husbands and wives, 
neighbours, friends and colleagues, 
who gave us something never to be forgotten  
and shared a love never to be lost. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Eternal God, 
you see face to face 
those whom we remember here. 
Cheer us with the prospect of a day 
when there will be no more death or parting,  
and all shall be well and all shall be one. 
May they whom we remember tonight 
be among the first to welcome us to heaven,  
where, with you in unending love, 
and in the company of all the saints, 
we will share the feast of your everlasting family.  
 
 
 
 
 



Until that day, 
keep us in faith, fill us with hope,  
deepen us through love:  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn  

1. Lord of all hopefulness,  
Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever child-like,  
no cares can destroy, 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts,  
Lord, at the break of the day. 

 
2. Lord of all eagerness,  

Lord of all faith, 
Whose strong hands were skilled  
at the plane and the lathe, 



Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,  
Your strength in our hearts,  
Lord, at the noon of the day. 

 
3. Lord of all kindliness,  

Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome,  
your arms to embrace, 
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
Your love in our hearts,  
Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 
4. Lord of all gentleness,  

Lord of all calm, 
Whose voice is contentment,  
whose presence is balm, 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
Your peace in our hearts,  
Lord, at the end of the day. 
  
Jan Struther 
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Closing responses:  
 

May God give to you and to all those whom you love his comfort 
and his peace, his light and his joy, in this world and the next; and 
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  
 
Amen. 
 
 


